CHAPTER XIX
A LEADING HOSTESS OF NEW YORK
TOM RAYNER made his formal call at the palace on the
morning after his arrival in Ghanapur. The Raja named
the hour, and Durrant was present during the interview.
His Highness received Tom with great courtesy and
introduced him to Krishnamurti, at that time the minister
in charge of public works,
"Krishnamurti," said the Raja, "will give you a
list of the schemes we propose to commence, and I agree
with him that you'd better make a short tour of the
State at once, so that while you're studying the plans and
estimates you may make yourself acquainted with the
actual conditions."
Rayner was pleased with the suggestion, because this
would enable him to complete his inspection before the
hot weather, and Marie could accompany him, If the
trip were postponed, she might not be able to endure the
heat in camp.
" I understand that you've brought a wife with you
this time," said the Raja kindly. " I hope she'll like
Ghanapur, and that Fll soon have the pleasure of making
her acquaintance. If there's anything you need for her
comfort, don't be afraid to ask. Durrant, I know, *11 do all
in his power to make your life agreeable.3*
Tom thanked the Maharaja and presently withdrew,
accompanied by Durrant.
" Td much like to have a few words with you, Durrant,
if you could spare me five minutes," said Rayner*
" By all means. Come into my room here. We'll be
quite alone."
When he was seated in Durrant*s sitting-room,
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